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We must treat offshoots  
from the ruined dynastic  
family with respect. 
 
Sungwoon KANG  Seodamun-gu, Seoul 

 
Let me comment on our own prejudice 

about the Imperial Household of the 
Korean Empire (Chosun Dynasty). 

 
I think that contemporary Koreans have 

been a tendency to degrade the dynastic 
family deliberately since Republic of Korea 
established. For example, they used to pay 
the highest respect to the British Crown 
Prince, honoring him as ‘His Imperial 
Highness’. But they often forget to show 
that kind of respect to their own offshoots 
from dynastic family. It is manifest 
absurdity when I consider our 
time-honored tradition that we pay 
unsparing respect to predecessors.  

 
I think that kind of abasement resulted 

from Japanese colonial policy as well as our 
own misapprehension about basic courtesy 
or tradition. It is time to think of 
contemporary meaning of the existence of 
the dynastic family in Korea apart from its 
despotic and feudal meaning up to now. 

 
A hard fact which compels offshoots of the Chosun Dynasty to conceal their true identity 

should be changed. Medias and intellectuals should inform people of Korea of the truth on 
independence movements against Japanese imperialism by His Late Majesty Emperor 
Gwangmu (Kojong) who was poisoned to death in 1919. We have to remember his loyalty to 
his people.  

 
And I urge my fellow Koreans to reconsider the matter that there are more sympathizers 

in Japan who express compassion toward our ruined dynastic family than in Korea. We 
also should encourage volunteers who reevaluate former Korea and the Imperial 
Household to do the best, and show respect to His Highness Prince LEE Soek who is a 
leader of that movement.    All Rights Reserved. Reader’s Opinion, Chosun-Ilbo, October 29, 1994 


